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& WELCOME TO ST JOSEPH'S PREP 2024 &

This handbook contains slwecific information for Pre/w families and students.

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL

Lisfeninq and Speakinq

Durlng the ho/idags_ discuss what /isfenmg and s;ueakmg will /o;k like at school which is very different

from bemg at home.

. Dwing car/aef /isfenmg times. we puf up our hand and wait to git/e an answer.
e At school we stand clmff/g and wait in lines when Wa/king around the school
o We listen while others are speakmg and follow directions sfraighf away.

Reading and Viewing

Regu/ar/g read to your Prelw and let them see yJou slﬂending T/'Jme reading, too. This will instill the
value, jog and wonder of reading.

quiene and Toi/efinq

[t is very imlworfanf that Prelos are able To“confidem/g use fh; toilet indeluewdenf/ij and remember to
wash their hands after:

. Msing the toilet o Touch/'ng their face

o sneezing o and before and after eafmg.

We have toilets located near the classrooms which the children can use at any time.

Children are encowaged to use the toilets several times Throughouf the dag.

Resgonsibi/ihi
Being responsible for regu/ar household tasks gives children a sense of ownershiln and

lwride. Give your Preln many o,ulz)ormmﬂes to do this dwlng the ho/ldags.

Cooperaﬁve Learninq

The abi/ifg to cooperafe with others b'ui/ds bonds. A sJense of I've/lnmg, cariwg and sharing
is vital for children enfer/ng school. P/ay dates with other children he/lz)s build COOPEI’GT/I/L’

re/aﬂonshilns.

Student Communication

Being able to communicate needs indelwendenf/g and 67(7[€C7L/lf6/ﬂ are essential for children
/\//owing children time to talk and ask for Things‘ rather than adults slweaking for them.
Is very imlworfanf [f your child has seen a slueech inm‘ho/ogisf in the lwasf or Is currenf/g
receiving slneech Theralny« P/ease noﬂfg their classroom teacher.




BEFORE THE FIRST DAY

Before Pre/.a starts it is a grfaf idea to consider the fo//owing sTrangifs for a smooth

transition:

©

Discuss commg to school often in a Iwosiﬁve and enthusiastic manner. ngh/igh?‘ the
fun and mferesﬂng aspecfs, such as makmg lots of friends and /mrmng new Things.

[f you have any slﬂecia/isf documentation from your GP paediafr/cian, slm’ech
lnafho/ogist or any other external agencies that we need to be aware of. it is
im,uorfanf to P/ease noﬂfg your classroom teacher and our school sululuorf staff.

Please email Kate Palin at kafe./aa/in@bnma?‘ho/ic.edu,au with any imlworfanf
documentation.

Trg on their uniform. inc/uding shoes. and if you have any visitors. use this as an

oppormmfy for your child to show them and talk about school
Practise openmg and c/osmg lunchboxes. drink bottles. food Packefs and school bag.
Make sure your child knows where each item is stored in their bag.

Allow your child olwpormmﬁes fo Inack their school bag indelwendenf/g = you can

make it a fun racel

[f your child has never been away from you before Trg /em/mg them with a
friend or fami/g member for a few hours so you both adjusf to belng alnam‘_

Discuss Inrob/em so/ving skills to he/lw social interaction with other students.

Tell your child that you will be back to collect them from school at 2555 Practise
when this is at home: after lunch. keela checkmg the clock with them for when its
2055,

See our Countdown to Prep Calendar

Prep Countdown



https://www.stjosephsbeenleigh.qld.edu.au/enrolments/PublishingImages/Prep%20Countdown.PNG

ON THE FIRST DAY

On their first dag it is VERY /mluorfanf that you are on time. [n the first week of
school. the classrooms will be open from sz2sam for clmef activities and Parenfs are
welcome to sfag until the music /o/ags at s:3sam. This routine will change as the children
become more familiar with school life.

Leave cheerfu//g - /eTTing go may be hard but dont let your doubts or nervousness dampen

your childs enthusiasm

Please dont remain in sighf. This on/y /oro/ongs uncerfamw for your child and may start
an Mnhe//afu/ habit

Pick up time will be 255 from the classroom

WHEN SAYING GOODBYE

[nitial se/oaraﬁon can sometimes be difficult for Iuarenfs and children. At St. Joselwh’s_ we
encourage a sef of sTe/as we have found from fxlﬂerlence to be most effective [f children
are ever unsettled. we find that it is on/% ever for a short /aer/od

. One Hug
. One Kiss
. One Wave

ALIGNING WITH THE WHOLE SCHOOL

From Week 3 of Term 1 the Prelu students will a/ign with the rest of the schools
before and after school Imcku/a and drola of f po/icg. The students who are not aﬁmding

before and after school care will be su/aert/ised from gioam at the /\/lango Trees where
Theg can join In p/ag on the Iv/awround from s20-s:3sam. The classroom teachers will
collect the students and walk them to the class at s40am.

[f you choose to use the Tobruk Street dro,a off. there will be a teacher on dufg at the
gm‘e o poim‘ the students in the direction of the /\/lango [rees. but They will need to
walk there themselves.




After school the students will be walked by a teacher to the /\/\ango Trees. After
School Care or Tobruk Street Picku/a Lone at 2ssam After school su/aerl/ision begins at

255am and continue until 3:20pm.

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION

Dwing the first term of school you can €XID€C7L your child to be Te//ing you many Thmgs
about their new school environment. Some ex,aeriences may seem negaﬂve, and children

are often tired.

o Some children begm school very posiﬂve and then become tearful in the
mormngs.
o Some children when fheg first start school find it stressful and dont want to
0.
o Some children may start comlw/ammg of Tummg aches due to worry.
o Some children vocalise that fhe% dont want to attend school / dont like school

[t is imporfanf to listen to your child and their concerns and he/lw them to overcome

their worries in a posiﬁue way.

Keys to Successful Communication with School

. A/Wags check your child s green satchel and ensure it comes to school dai/y to keelv
up to date with the childrens activities, items of interest. class and school ha/olz)mmgs.

o A/Wags check with the teacher first regarding any stories / concerns /messages,

o Communicate with your teacher any sigm{icarn‘ changes in routine - events that may
/'mluacf your childs behaviour. events in {ami/g‘ illness. new babies. visitors, etc.

o Read the whole school newsletter. which is issued forfnighf/ e/ecfromca//g,

o Check the Seesaw app which connects you to class events — a QR code will be
rovided in the first week of school for your child's Inersona/ account.

o Check emails sent by teachers.

o Use the BCE Connect A’DP to access school information, Inermission s/ilﬂs. alert
absences. see announcements efc

Communicating With Your Class Teacher

[f you have any concerns or quesﬁons, we would alnlurecmfe that these could be broughf
to our attention. A small Inrob/em can often be misconstrued and mm/filp/ied when discussed
amongsf We//—meamng friends. Please gll/e an ear/% olnlz)ormmfg to address your concerns.

The best ways to check in with your teacher are:

*Email *A message in the satchel *A Iwhone call to the school




LUNCH BREAKS

The Preln children have three mﬁng breaks a dag. Water is available at all times of the
dag. Lunchboxes are kelvf in the school bags_ Please make sure all meat and dairg foods
are kelm‘ cool by /a/acing frozen water or cool bricks in the lunchbox!

MUV!Ch and CI‘MVICh - approximafe/ 9:50am — 10.00am

This is a small em‘ing break that occurs in the first /earmng session. [he {o//owing items

are Po,au/ar suggfsﬁons for this break.

Fresh fruit — aplw/e, grapes. banana. tomato. strawberries

Dair% - goghurﬁ cheese.
[t is imporfanf that all children come to school with somdhing for Munch and
Crunch.

[ ]
. \/egffab/es — carrot, ce/erg sticks. cucumber

LMVICh and Play l0.40am — 11.20am

Suggfsﬂons:

o Sandwich — roll / wrap / Pasfa / rice / salad / noodles
o Fruit — fresh and cut up
. Yoghurf / cheese

A water bottle each dag. There are also water bubblers on school grounds that

children have access to.
Snack and P/ay 1:20pm — 1:55pm
o \/egffab/es ! Crackers | Muesli Bar

St Jose'phé Canteen

Tucksholw is available from Tuesdag fo Fr/'da% Orders can be ln/aced via Flexischools
which can also be accessed on the Tucksholn [ile on the BCE Connect /\/oln.

Sugervision

During lunch and snack breaks. the Prelu
children will be superw’sed by St ]oseph’s
Teaching staff. Breaks are consistent across
the whole school: however. it will vary for

Prela at the begmnmg of the year as the

TWIST
STRATEGIES

students adalm‘ to the school routine.




GENERAL INFORMATION

School Uniform

Details rfgarding the St Joseluh.S School Uniform can be found at
Uniforms (57‘/05ephsbec’n/eiqhq/d.edu.au)

School Bag

[f you have not purchased the recommended school bag for your child, bags should be
/arge enough fo carry sm(e/g and easi/g their lunch box. water bottle. hat change of clothes.
green satchel and /ibmrg bag. We sTrong/g recommend the St Joselnh’s green school bag
that is available from the Uniform Sholn. Please ensure that you Pracﬁse Packiwg the bag
with your child so that fheg can open and close it makmg sure all their items remain
secwe/g inside. Your child is reqmred to I(J/ace their bag on a hook or bag rack each

Vwormng.

Naming School [tems

C/ear/g name all items — hats. jumloers, school bags. water bottles. lunchboxes. and librar
bags. We recommend that you do this with a calmfa/ letter for the beglnnmg of their
name and then lower-case Iurinf_ We encourage the children to idem‘ifg their own
bflongings, so It s easy for them to do this, p/ease include both their Christian name and
surname e.. Jack Smith. Regu/ar/g check that the name is c/ear/y visible. as Wrifing
fades over time. The school uniform sholn offers embroiderg fo c/ear/g label items.

TOJL[S and IDI”E'p

Please do not allow your child to bring n Togs from home. These can geT lost. broken or
giuen away and can create unnecessary dislwfes amongsf the children.

Sun Safefg Po/icg

We are conscious of sun sm[efy at our school and the children are to wear a hat
whenever p/aying or parﬂciluaﬂng n /earmng outside. Please ensure your child has their
own St Joseluh’s school hat to wear each day as f/'vey will be unable to /a/ay on the
Iw/awround without it. Have your child in the habit of Weariwg a hat outside.



https://www.stjosephsbeenleigh.qld.edu.au/enrolments/Pages/Uniforms.aspx

Birfhdays and Other Celebrations

Euergone, when fheg are little geTs excited about their birfhdag‘ We are ha/opy for your
child to celebrate their birﬂvday with their classmates.

Student Assessment and Reporfinq

At St Joseluh's teachers idenﬂfy and gm‘her a wide range of evidence to make informed
judgemenfs about student /earmngﬁ progress. and achievement. Student assessment data
forms an im‘egm/ element of the Teachmg and /earning cgc/e and informs the next teachin
sfe/os for each individual student. Progress interviews will be conducted at the end of
Term 1 to discuss how your child has settled into Pre/o and observations of their progress.
Online re/oorfs are available for lnarewfs at the end of Term 2 and Term 4.

Lost Progerfﬁ

Lost Inroloerfg IS a major /orob/em which can be avoided if names are sewn or written on
ALL be/ongings and checked regu/ar/g. [t is essential that all possessions be named c/ear/y
so that lost Inrolm’m‘g has the best chance of being returned. [f any items are lost. lz)/ease
check first with the Prelw Teacher and then in lost lnro,uerfg, which is located outside the
Sr Jermy Centre.

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) L )
7 oey’s Respect Rules @
At 5t, Josephs we go with Courage, Faith and Love Stlosaphis

Your child is a member of St Joselnhs

School and has an exluecfaﬁon to follow

our WhO/E SChOO/ and C/ﬂSSI’OOWi bé’hﬂl//OMl’

exloedafions.

At St Joey's we — .
SHOW RESPECT for "

[nappropriafe behaviour will be dealt with at the discretion

&OTHERS of the superl//'smg teacher and/or administration staff

wLEARNING Violence of any form is not tolerated at St Joseln% and
Inarenfs will be notified about their childs behaviour.

w ENVIRONMENT




Routines

]ndc’pendmce and responsibi/if% are attributes which will be fostered durmg the Prelw Year.
These will be encoumged in all children from the begmnmg of the year. Your sulnluorf n
this area will assist your child greaf/g.

Quiet Time

We do not have a nap time: however. we do allocate time for the children to relax
lnarﬂcu/ar/y at the begmnmg of the year. Dur/ng this time. the children look at books

Sib/ings / Friends

[t is imporfanf that the children /ﬂ/mj with their own peers to establish iwde/oendence and
s’rrong {riendship bonds. [f your child has a sib/mg at St Joselz)h‘sﬁ Ip/mse discourage them
from seeking them out dwing p/ag and Tak/'ng them away from their peers.

Cusfody Matters

[n cases of comlw/ex fami/y matters. unless the school has a written court-authorised order
to the coerarg_ both parenTs are assumed to have equa/ access and responsibi/ihj for their

children

AbSCVICE

The Prelw daﬂ is the eqmva/enf to a full school dag‘ five dags a week. We encourage you
to send your child to school each day, If your child is unwell however. the best In/ace
for them is at home [f your child is sick in the mormnge p/ease use discretion when
deciding whether to send them to school A child who is unwell will not benefit from
bemg at school and may slnread the illness to others. Whenever your child is absent from
school. p/ease inform us bg lnhomng, fmai/ing the school office or bg usmg the BCE
Connect Ap/a,

[llness at School

[n the event of a student bgmg involved in an accident or incident where Theg are hurt.
They are referred by a teacher to the First Aid Room in the office area. where a First
Aid Officer will take care of them. [f your child becomes unwell or is injured whilst at
school. staff will contact you first. If T%eg are unsuccesstul in cowfacﬁng you. T/'ve% will
nom[g an additional contact person that you have nominated on the Confirmation of
Enrolment Form. For this reason. it is essential that your contact details are a/waqs

correct. If you need to change any /ﬂersona/ details. suZLr as Phone numbers or addregs.

ln/ease make sure you do this at the school office as soon as lnossib/e,




School Events

As the year progresses there will be several whole school events or year level activities
for Preln students to parﬁci/.aafe in for examlw/e the Athletics Carnival. Book Week Parade
and Grandparenfsﬂ Da% As each event alw/ﬂroaches, information will be /orovided fo /ﬂarenfs
via the {orfmghf/g online school newsletter and the Seesaw app. [t is vital that parem‘s
read these notices to ensure children are fu//y lnreluared for every acﬁviw and that lnarenfs
and families do not miss an olw'wormmfg to see a milestone in their childs first year at

St Joselz)h’s.

HOVHEWOFIQ

[n Pre/o_ the children are encouraged to read mghﬂg with an adult. Further information

about /earmng at home is communicated Throughouf the year.

EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM

Our Prep feachmg is based on the Australian Curriculum and Brisbane Catholic Education
Re/igious Curriculum. At St ]oselz)hvs we are aware that the children in our care come
with a range of 'urior exlnerlences and from many different contexts. The Prelu Year aims

to Iuroz//'de conh’nun‘% betureen lnr/'or experiences and new /earmngs_

Qur classrooms are very busy and fun ln/aces with lots of our /earmng Taking lz)/ace n
small and /arge groups. In St J_ose/oh%s Pre/o_ we love to learn Through inquirg and our
/earmng may take In/ace inside or outside our classroom. We use a t/ar/'efg of tools when
we learn. such as the Smartboard. individual and group work. one-on-one /earmng with
the teacher or school officer. whole class /earmng, exlnerf visitors and loads of hands-on
activities.

Re/igious Education

Re/igious Education is an im‘egm/ lmm‘ of da/’/g activities at St J_ose/oh’s. Catholic values
and are modelled. encouraged, and form the basis of all actions and re/aﬂonshif)s within
our school commumfy. Qur fxpfcfaﬂons within our school are based on reslﬂecf The whole
school parfi'cipafes n many sigmficanf re/lgious celebrations lnc/uding — Feast of St J_oselwh.
Feast of St /\/Iary of the Cross /\AacKi//olu, Feast of St Patrick. Lent. /‘/o/y Week. Advent.
and Christmas. A specia/ time is set aside each dag for Re/igious Education in the
classroom. This is deue/olwed ﬁlrough prayer. reflection. discussion. Scr/lnmre, and songs. At
various times Throughom‘ the year. the children will have the olwlwormmfg to lead school
assemblies and Ear/y Years /ifurgies




Sluecia/isf Lessons

[nformation on our schools specia/isf lessons can be found via the link and QR Code
below

Specia/isf Lessons

Find us on Facebook Find us on [nsfaqram

R0



https://www.stjosephsbeenleigh.qld.edu.au/curriculum/Pages/Sport.aspx

We g0 with Courage, Faith. and Lovel

St Joseph's

Tobruk Memorial Echool
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